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BY RENÉ BURRI 
–



RENÉ BURRI, SCHWEIZER WELTBÜRGER
–

René Burri hat viele bedeutende Menschen und Ereignisse der letzten
50 Jahre fotografiert. Doch er ist mehr Erzähler als Reporter. Ein rast-
loser, engagierter Fotograf. Jedes Bild erzählt eine kleine Geschichte.
Weltberühmt sind seine Porträts von Che Guevara, Pablo Picasso oder
Le Corbusier. 
Das Fernweh hatte René Burri schon früh gepackt, «weil mein Vater,
Küchenchef in grossen Hotels, unglaubliche Delikatessen aus aller
Welt nach Hause brachte. Crevetten, Schnecken, Muscheln, exotische
Früchte und Gewürze. Damit hat er meinen unruhigen Geist geweckt. 
Ich roch das Meer und wollte die Orte sehen, wo diese wundersamen
Tiere lebten.» 1946, als 13-Jähriger, machte René Burri sein erstes
Bild. Sein Vater, ein Hobby fotograf, hatte ihm eine Kamera in die Hand
gedrückt, um Winston Churchills historischen Besuch in Zürich als
Foto einzufangen.  
René Burri hält die Zeit im Bild fest. Er fotografierte die Länder des 
sowjetischen Blocks hinter dem Eisernen Vorhang, die Zypernkrise,
den Bürgerkrieg im Libanon, den Korea- und den Vietnamkrieg, die
Kennedy-Beerdigung, er war in Kuba, Peru, Mexiko, Bolivien, Brasilien,
oft im Mittleren Osten, in Japan, China, Indien, Pakistan, Südafrika,
hundertmal in Amerika, aber auch in Deutschland, Italien und Frank-
reich, wo Paris einen ganz speziellen Platz einnimmt, «denn dort 
hat alles angefangen». Per Autostopp kam er 1955, nach seinem 
Studium an der Zürcher Kunstgewerbeschule, zum ersten Mal in die
Stadt an der Seine, die zu seinem Hafen und seiner Heimat wurde.
Seit vielen Jahren lebt er dort mit seiner Frau Clotilde und seinem
Sohn Léon Ulysse.



RENÉ BURRI, SWISS CITIZEN OF THE WORLD
–

René Burri has photographed lots of the most important people and
events of the past 50 years. But this tireless and dedicated photogra-
pher is more storyteller than simple reporter, with each of his pictures
telling its own tale. His portraits of Che Guevara, Pablo Picasso and 
Le Corbusier are world-famous. 
A desire to see distant places had gripped him early on: “My father
worked as a chef in big hotels and used to bring home incredible 
delicacies from all over the world. Shrimps, snails, mussels, exotic
fruits and spices. This all served to stir up my restless spirit. I could
smell the ocean and wanted to see the places where these wonder-
ful creatures lived.” René Burri took his first picture in 1946 at the age
of 13. His father, an amateur photo  grapher, had given him the camera
to capture Winston Churchill’s historic visit to Zurich on film.
René Burri has frozen time in his pictures. He photographed the 
countries of the old Soviet bloc behind the Iron Curtain, the crisis in
Cyprus, civil strife in the Lebanon, both the Korean and Vietnam wars,
Kennedy’s funeral; he has been to Cuba, Peru, Mexico, Bolivia, Brazil,
frequently to the Middle East, to Japan, China, India, Pakistan, South
Africa, a hundred times to America, but also to Germany, Italy and
France, where Paris enjoys a special place – “because that’s where it
all began”. He first saw Paris in 1955 when he hitch-hiked there after
finishing his studies at the Zurich School of Applied Arts. The city on
the Seine became his haven and his home. René Burri lives there with
his wife Clotilde and their son Léon Ulysse. 



Lift-off of the space shuttle “Columbia”, Cape Canaveral, Florida, USA, 1981.





Space shuttle “Columbia” in California, 1981.



Arizona, USA, 1981.



Mail for oil workers on Das Island, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 1976.



Bahia Blanca, Argentina, 1978.



The river Ganges, near Dacca, Bangladesh, 1963.



Freeways, Los Angeles, USA, 1984.
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Ernesto “Che” Guevara, Argentinian politician, Minister of Industry (1961–65), Havana, Cuba, 1963.



Ernesto “Che” Guevara, Havana, Cuba, 1963.



Fidel Castro, Chaplin Theatre, Havana, Cuba, 1963.



Ernesto “Che” Guevara, Havana, Ministry of Industry, Cuba, 1963.



Convention Building, Brasilia, Brazil, 1977.



Visitors during the opening ceremony of the new capital, Brasilia, Brazil, 1960.



Freshly painted roof garden in Luis Barragán’s private house, Tacubaya, Mexico City, 1978.



Private house with a pool for the horses, Los Clubes, built by Luis Barragán, San Cristóbal, Mexico City, 1978.
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Inauguration of Le Corbusier’s chapel Notre Dame du Haut, Ronchamp, France, 1955.



Children at La Cité radieuse, Marseille, France, 1959.



Newspaper sellers, Calle Florida, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 1958.



Plaza de Mayo, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 1960. 



Utopia becomes reality, Brasilia, Brazil, 1960.



Men on rooftop, São Paulo, Brazil, 1960.



Brasilia, Brazil, 1977.



Underground corridor at the airport, Brasilia, Brazil, 1977.
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Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1960.



Lúcio Costa’s vintage Eames chair, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1997.



Workers on high dam, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1978.



Coffee taster, Province of São Paulo, Brazil, 1977.



Rural kitchen where a chicken is being prepared, Manaus, Brazil, 1977.



Chicago, 1971.



Women entertaining GIs in a club, Tae Song Dong, South Korea, 1961.



Young couple in a train to Kamakura, Tokyo, Japan, 1961.
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White Horse Commune, Ma Cheo, near Shanghai, China, 1964.



Portrait of Sun Yat-sen, Tian’anmen Square (Gate of Heavenly Peace), Beijing, China, 1989.



Train to Seoul, South Korea, 1961.



A man and a woman in front of a club, near Saigon, South Vietnam, 1973.



Beijing, China, 1989.



Beijing, China, 2004.



Billiards players, Shanghai, China, 1989.



Ruin of a concrete house that was not completely destroyed by the atomic bomb, preserved as a monument in its original state, Hiroshima, Japan, 1985.
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Zen monks, Kyoto, Japan, 1961.



Little Fuji at Ginkakuji Temple, Kyoto, Japan, 1993.



During sunset hour, the four hotel guests embark on a jolly cable car ride in a hot tub drinking hot sake, near Osaka, Japan, 1985.



Plastic food imitations for window displays of restaurants, Tokyo, Japan, 1980.



Firefighter exercise, Tokyo, Japan, 1972.



Collector and connoisseur of sports cars, Tokyo, Japan, 1985.



Borobudur Temple, Java, Indonesia, 1989.



Buddha foot, Indonesia, 1989.
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Richard Nixon and Anwar el Sadat, Giza, Egypt, 1974.



Statue of Ramses, near Saqqarah, Egypt, 1962.



Daman, United Arab Emirates, 1974.



Picnic in the desert, United Arab Emirates, 1975.



Man and donkey on their way to Saqqarah Pyramid, Egypt, 1962.



The writer and Nobel Prize laureate Naguib Mahfouz during his daily visit to his favourite café, Cairo, Egypt, 1988.



Caravan, United Arab Emirates, 1975. 



Bantu dancers, Kenya, 1984.
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The towers of Satellite City by Luis Barragán and Mathias Goeritz, Mexico City, 1969.



Beauty contest, Perth, Australia, 1981.



Hotel Marika, Beirut, Lebanon, 1991.



Observatory built in the 18th century, Jaipur, India, 1988.



Fishing boats on Lake Galilee, 1963. 



Ipanema Beach, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1978.



Jogger, Venice Beach, California, USA, 1988.



MalaMala Game Reserve, Kruger National Park, South Africa, 1968. 
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Villa Savoy by Le Corbusier, near Paris, France, 1959.



The painter, architect and city planner Le Corbusier with his “Modulor”, Paris, France, 1959.



Dominican monks at the Monastère La Tourette, built by Le Corbusier, near Lyon, France, 1960.



Altar boys at the opening of Le Corbusier’s chapel in Ronchamp, France, 1955.



Swiss artists Jean Tinguely and Bernhard Luginbühl, Switzerland, 1987.  



Jean Tinguely’s “Le Rotozaza” sculpture, Kunsthaus Zürich, Switzerland, 1987.



Interior of La Cité radieuse, Le Corbusier’s first building in Marseille, France, 1959.



Interior of Le Corbusier’s chapel in Ronchamp, France, 1955.
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Disco dancers at the Playboy Club, Chicago, USA, 1979.



Couple watching the performance of a flea circus, 42nd Street, Broadway, New York, USA, 1959.



Newly-weds on 42nd Street, New York, USA, 1959.



Playground, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA, 1966.



Disneyworld, Orlando, Florida, USA, 1972.



Mickey Mouse is preparing himself for the date with his girlfriend Minnie, Epcot Center, Orlando, Florida, USA, 1982.



Terrace garden of an apartment building on Central Park, New York, USA, 1978.



Couple after an intensive round of frisbee at the Capitol, Washington DC, USA, 1977.
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The Latin-American VW Beetle (Escarabajo Fusca), Mexico City, 1976.



In front of the Hard Rock Café, Los Angeles, USA, 1984.



Pampa, Argentina, 1958.



Washington Square, New York, USA, 1978.



Highway 25, Houston, Texas, USA, 1981. 



Kaufmann House, built by Richard Neutra, Palm Springs, California, USA, 1970.



Kenya, 1984.



Oscar Niemeyer’s architectural structures, National Congress, Brasilia, Brazil, 1997.
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Via Appia, Paestum, Italy, 1966.



Autostrada del Sole, Tuscany, Italy, 1966.



Bicentennial anniversary of the French Republic, Champs-Elysées, Paris, France, 14th July 1989.



US president Ronald Reagan and his Russian colleague Mikhail Gorbachev with their wives, Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow, Russia, 1988. 



A cellar full of vintage cognac, Champagne, France, 1988.



It’s tea time! Waiter at Hotel Crillon, Paris, France, 1987.



Swatch headquarters, Biel/Bienne, Switzerland, 1998.



Houston, Texas, USA, 1987.
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Members of the board of the Krupp steel works with their chairman Berthold Beitz. On the wall are the portraits of the Bohlen-Halbach dynasty, Essen, Germany, 1961.



The Krupp steel works seen from the Rhine, Rheinhausen, Germany, 1961.



Showroom of the watchmaker Patek Philippe, Geneva, Switzerland, 1985.



New York Public Library, New York, USA, 1976.



Kronenhalle bar, Zurich, Switzerland, 1980.



Hulda Zumsteg at her restaurant Kronenhalle, Zurich, Switzerland, 1981.



British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Zurich, Switzerland, 1946.
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